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INTRODUCTION 
William Yeats once warned of a time when "the 

best lack all conviction, while the worst are full of 
passionate intensity." 

There was a time in Key West when you could af
ford to lack conviction. You didn't have to fight for 
your peace, your quiet, your space, your way of life. 
Paradise was not threatened. It came with the ter
ritory, and you got it without working for it. It was 
wonderful. 

But those simple, lazy days are gone. The quality 
of our life is being hacked away - by noise, con
crete, vehicles (land, sea & air) and people. 

Shouldn't we start fighting for Paradise? 
Shouldn't we start paying our dues? There's no 
place that has the charm and character of Key 
West and we're losing it fast. Once we let it go, bit 
by bit, there's no turning back. 

A group of concerned Key Westers have formed 
a non-profit organization to make a last stand to 
save what quality of life remains here in Key West. 
We have, therefore, named our organization Last 
Stand. Our aims are simple. 

Wewill: 

1. Monitor the threats on our way of life and our en
vironment from developers, politicians, law 
makers, and special interest groups. 

2. Inform the public of the issues and potential 
threats through newsletters, ads and public 
notices. 

3. Rally concerned Key Westers to public meetings 
and organized functions to voice their concerns. 
It is our belief that growth is inevitable in a place 

as popular as Key West. And growth is good. But 
what we want is emphasis on "Better'' growth, not 
"Big" growth. We want a sensitive planned growth, 
not cashing-in labeled as growth. We want quality 
over quantity, for quality is the key to a brighter 
future. 

So, to all you quality-oriented people in Key West 
who are concerned about losing your quality of life 
on the island, this is the first issue of a series of ongo
ing newsletters designed to inform you, and they 
will get better as they go - as we go. 

And yes, we need you to support us as we build 
an organization that can make a difference. Please 
join us with your help and your membership. 



ISSUEd 

If what you've read so far sounds good to you, 
but you want to know more about the issues 

and where we stand ... well, then read on. 

AIRCRAFT NOISE ORDINANCE 
There is a referendum facing Key West in the 

October City Election. You will be asked if the 
City should attempt to enforce its noise or
dinance on commercial air traffic entering the 
Key West International Airport. A majority of 
voters saying "yes" would send a message 
to the airlines and the county commission, 

who control the airport, that we want tur
boprops or jets with reduced noise levels. 
We would be saying no to any and all aircraft 
that create "annoying" noise levels. 

Last Stand believes voting "yes" on this 
referendum would be taking a step in the right 
direction to eliminating excessive aircraft noise. 

RENOURISHING CITY BEACHES 
Last Stand recognizes the need for public 

beaches, and its members have led the fight to 
keep ocean beaches open to the public 
without restriction as mandated in the Florida 
Constitution. In 1979 a project was initiated to 
renourish Smathers Beach which had been 
created along the South Shore back in the fif
ties. It was built by the Army with sand fill and 
extends 3000 feet east and about 150 feet 
wide from Bertha Street to beyond Key West 
by the Sea. Its 400,000 square feet can ac
commodate up to 4000 visitors at a time 
under state standards. Unfortunately, the City 
did little to maintain the beach until recently, 
and serious -erosion and compaction occurred 
over the years without renourishment. 
However, when development along Rest 
Beach to the West began in the late 70's, the 
current renourishment project was initiated 
which included extending the beach all the 
way to White Street in front of the private con
dominium and townhouse development there. 
This would destroy valuable marine habitat, fish 

nursery areas, sea grass beds, tidal marshes, 
bird feeding areas and coral beds. White 
Street Pier, County (Higgs) Beach and South 
Beach were ignored. Little provision was made 
for public access along Rest Beach, and 
nothing was done to insure adequate parking 
for any of the beaches. Although Fish and 
Wildlife Service, EPA and State DER had serious 
environmental concerns, certain local interests 
attempted to overwhelm these objections. 

Our present City Commission has been at
tempting to resolve the White Street Pier prob
lem, making provision for adequate parking 
and boating access and get the Smathers 
Beach portion of the project going again. 
Consideration is being given to allowing marl 
and rock rip rap along the MHW line at Rest 
Beach and creation of a "perched" beach 
behind the rip rap at private expense. Last 
Stand supports these current efforts but is op
posed to the unmitigated destruction of marine 
habitat below the MHW and to the creation of 
private beaches with public money. 
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AT HAND 
SALT PONDS 

Should the Salt Pond lands be purchased 
for a public recreational area? Last Stand 
believes "yes". The county is considering ex
panding the airport runway into the surrounding 
mangroves, which would open the gates for 
more and bigger jets, something we believe 
would be a detriment to the quality of life in Key 
West. Members of the Last Stand are working 
closely with Friends of Florida and Jimmy Buffett 
to protect these special salt ponds by encom
passing them within a unique nature park. 

The Salt Pond area forms the low lying south
eastern quarter of Key West. Historically, the 
island's salt pond was utilized commercially as 
early as 1830. Today, filling for roads and the air
port has created a number of shallow ponds 
that serve as an important breeding area for 
marine life, which in turn supports a large popu
lation of birds. The area is a valuable buffer zone 
around the airport and protects the island dur
ing hurricanes, holding in high waters. Butthe Salt 
Pond's great value lies in its potential. 

The recent rapid development on Key West 
resulted in the disappearance of much of the 
shoreline previously enjoyed by the public. In 
an effort to preserve what remains, the city of 
Key West and Florida Audubon Society submit
ted a proposal to the State under its Conserva
tion and Recreation Lands (C.A.R.L.) Program 
for acquisition of the 400 acres remaining 
undeveloped. The proposal outlines a plan 
for a major recreational area that would 
provide a sort of Central Park concept for 
urban Key West. Included are biking and 
canoe trails, nature walks, playgrounds, 
picnicking and other facilities. The park 
would be the first on the island in a natural 
setting. Containing examples of the different 
typical Keys habitats, it offers a unique oppor
tunity for educating residents and large 
numbers of visitors and thereby increasing ap
preciation for our natural surroundings. 

GROWTH MANAGEMENT 
During the term of the present city ad

ministration, the commissioners in August 1986 
enacted a Growth Management Ordinance 
(GMO) that established a growth ceiling in 
terms of the maximum number of additional 
housing units that could be built on the remain
ing land in Key West ( about 4000), a growth 
rate per year of about 300, a mix ratio of 
about l to 3 for transient (hotel/motel) versus 
permanent housing, and a requirement that a 
percentage of new housing be "affordable" 
( defined as 30 percent of medium family in
come, or costing about $6300 per year). 

The GMO is proving to be a fairly effective 
tool from the viewpoint of the city planners, in 
limiting growth to reasonable, supportable 
limits. Most of the big developments we see to
day were approved by prior administrations. 
The majority of the present administration, 

however, has gotten a handle on new growth, 
and this control needs to be continued. 

There is a move afoot by a small group 
of special interests to "dump the GMO." 
We hear the cry from the supporters of the so
called concrete coalition that, "we took over 
the county ... now we intend to take over the 
city." WE need to stop this. 

Last Stand supports the GMO legislation 
and believes that carefully planned 
growth may be the most important issue 
we Key Westers face now and in the future. 
We are also well aware that any such or
dinance can be just as easily removed by a 
majority of newly elected commissioners. It is, 
therefore, our intention to force all candidates 
to make their stand publicly about their com
mitments to maintaining our currenf Growth 
Management Ordinance. 

VOTING 
Your vote is the most important statement you can make about the future of Key West. Your 
vote counts. Please make the time to vote in the October City Election, and in the 
November runoff, if needed. 
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PONDS FILLED FOR 
AIRPORT EXTENSION AND 

COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENT 

- STATUS 

SALT PO 
On August 4th, Governor Bob Martinez and -~ 

his cabinet approved the C.A.R.L. list of lands 
for state purchase which includes the 407 acre !.-4 

Key West Salt Ponds project. This historic step 
sets the stage for the preservation of about 
one quarter of the island, its last remaining 
natural expanse. The Salt Ponds were placed 
number 34 in the highly competitive ranking. 
The project, which calls for the creation of a 
public recreation area, has progressed well at 
the state level largely because of overwhelm
ing community support. 

About half a million dollars in grants and 
donations of land, money and professional ser
vices already have been contributed to the 
project. Great American Title and Mortgage 
Co. has offered to do the preliminary title work 
for the C.A.R.L. project at a greatly reduced 
cost, which will be covered by a donation from 
Jimmy Buffetrs Friends of Florida. The group's 
active fundraising, such as their "Is paradise 
worth a penny?" campaign, when many mer
chants donated one percent of their Memorial 
Day weekend profits, will continue to provide 
funds to assist in acquiring the area. 

The normally lengthy acquisition process, has 
been accelerated by the strong support of the rJ 
present city commission and their willingness to ( 
provide management and funds. In Septem- ~ 
ber, the first of the 39 parcels, a beautiful ten 
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REPORT-

DS PARK 
acre property on Riviera Canal, is scheduled 
for purchase by the City, using a federal grant 
from the Land and Water Conservation Fund 
matched by a donation of land by the owner, 
the Nature Conservancy. A survey of the pro
perty is being donated by Phillips and Trice 
Surveyors. The planned city park, which in
cludes an educational boardwalk and picnick
ing facilities in a natural setting, will open up the 
Salt Ponds to the public and serve as a model 
for the proposed state recreation area. 

A broad base of support for the conserving 
of the Salt Ponds has been developed out of 
the community's concern with preserving the 
quality of life on a small island undergoing rapid 
development. Developmental pressures con
tinue to increase as scarce land is used up. 
There are five major projects currently propos
ed for the Salt Ponds area. Their cumulative ef
fect would be very detrimental to this natural 
wetlands system. The C.A.R.L. project offers an 
alternative which would enhance the health of 
the ecosystem through restoration of tidal cir
culation and the protection of the habitat that 
supports a valuable marine nursery and bird 
populations. The project represents a hope 
that a portion of the island's beautiful natural 
environment can be preserved as a heritage 
of greenspace for future generations. 
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PONDS PRESERVED 
FOR CITY PARK 



- STATUS REPORT -
AIRPORT NOISE COMPATIBILITY STUDY 

In August the County Commission authoriz
ed its airport consultants to commence up
dated noise studies around Key West Interna
tional Airport. Aviation Plans (AVPLAN) of 
Cincinnati, a noise engineerfng specialist, will 
actually conduct the study. They will hold hear
ings, collect field data, and prepare the noise 
contour map and documentation for submis
sion to the Federal Aviation Administration 
(FAA). AVPLAN has done recent airport noise 
studies for Naples and Fort Lauderdale Airports. 

The map will depict average sound levels in 
decibels around the airport ... so called noise 
"footprints." Generally speaking, land use out
side of the 65 decibels contour is unrestricted, 
whereas land use where noise exceeds 65 
decibels should be restricted. 

This study will be the first conducted at KWIA 
since commercial jets recommenced regular 
operations last year. Two airlines now operate 
large jets (B-727 & F-28) that produce 95-100 
decibels, causing the greatest residential an
noyance. Modern turbo props such as the 
SAAB's, DASH-S's and BEACHCRAFT 1900's pro-

duce about 80 decibels, causing considerably 
less annoyance to nearby residents. (It is impor
tant to know that every 10-decibel increase 
produces twice the noise). 

Many noise readings will be taken by AV
PLAN engineers and these will be converted 
and weighted through formulae and com
puter modeling to arrive at YDNL or Ldn (yearly 
day night average sound level). Ldn is a 
weighted value that represents an average 
annoyance level. The result is a weighted 
average that should represent a true perceiv
ed noise level, and is a methodology proscrib
ed by the FAA 

The hearings and workshops will be publicly 
announced and those interested should try to 
attend and provide input and comment. Large 
turnouts at these hearings demonstrate a high 
level of community interest. The study is ex
pected to take about 6 months and cost 
about $90,000 of which the FAA will pay 90 
percent. Last Stand expects to participate in 
this process and keep the public informed. 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
SAM MOSES - A former senior writer for Sports 
Illustrated, Moses has lived in Key West since 
1979. Until recently he traveled 160-180 days a 
year. He suspects that in the last 8 years he has 
flown more commercial air miles to and from 
Key West than anyone alive. He is convinced 
that turboprops are a better way to get on 
and off the island than jets. 

Bill WESTRAY - Retired Navy pilot, logistics and 
contingency planner, Key West homeowner for 
33 years. Proponent of low-rise, low density 
development, protection of beaches and 
wetlands. In 1973 coordinated successful "NO HI 
RISE" referendum petition drive that establish
ed 4-story limit in Key West. He has been a pilot 
for over 50 years (since age 16), and a plane 
commander in numerous patrol and transport 
type aircraft. He also directed the operations 
and administration of large naval air stations in 
the field and from Washington level over 
periods totaling more than 15 years. 

JOAN BOREL - Is a conservationist who has 
been active in efforts to preserve Key Wests 
last natural area, the Salt Ponds. A graduate of 
Colorado College, she has lived in Key West for 
seventeen years. Her experiences have includ
ed operating businesses and restoration and 

architectural design work. She was employed 
by Florida Audubon Society as the director of 
Audubon House museum from 1984-1986. 

JIM ROBINSON - Sales/marketing retiree
environmental activist. "Key West holds a 
special place in our hearts. We vacationed 
here for many years, and we don't want to see 
it become just another Florida city sacrificed 
on the altar of over-development by commer
cial and touristic interests. Intelligent alter
natives must be found by concerned citizens 
to provide a controlled growth and to stop -
once and for all - the headlong purusit of the 
BIG BUCKS - destroying our fragile ambiance 
and the way of life that calls people to Key 
West in the first place. Failure to do so is tanta
mount to destroying paradise." 

RICHARD LEWIS - An entrepreneur who lives 
part of the year in Key West, is dedicated to 
preserving the charm and character of Key 
West. "We all are eventually responsible for our 
communities, our society. I would like to see all 
of us proud of Key West in the years to come. I 
do not want to see us looking back regretting 
w~at we allowed to happen. We individually 
can and do make a difference." 

LAST STAND NEEDS 
YOUR SUPPORT. 
HELP US PRESERVE PARADISE BY 

JOINING TODAYI 

Your membership will help us build 
an effective organization. 

- MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION ON REVERSE SIDE -
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LAST STAND 
P.O. Box 146 
Key West, Florida 33041 

BULK RATE 
US POSTAGE 

PAID 
KEY WEST, FL 33040 

Permit No. 299 

---------------------------------------------------------
LAST STAND ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP 

Checks Payable To: 
LAST STAND 
P.O. Box 146 
Key West, Florida 33041 

$10 - Individual 
$20- Family 
$50 - Sustaining 

$100 - Patron 

I hereby agree to join LAST STAND in its commitment to preservation of the quality of life in _Key West. 

My check in the amount of $. __________ is enclosed. 

Signature 

NAME __________________ TELEPHONE _____ _ 

MAILINGADDRESS _______________________ _ 

CITY,STATE __________________ ZIPCODE _____ _ 
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