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 Bugle Bulletin   
 

 

We Took a Stand 
 

Western Dry Rocks – 4-Month Closure 
 

The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission (FWCC) unanimously approved the 
closing of Western Dry Rocks for 4 months each year 
– April through July.  The area is about 10 miles 
southwest of Key West and is known as a “multi-
species spawning area”.  Last Stand argued for a full-
year closure and a larger area than was selected, but 
this is still a step in the right direction!   
 
Members may recall the lecture hosted by Last 
Stand and Reef Relief (Nov. 2019) featuring Dr. Will 
Heyman, outlining the importance of multi-species 
spawning aggregate locations to the health of so 
many different fish species.  Heyman has earned a 
reputation for pinpointing these vital spawning 
sites, and Western Dry Rocks is a critical Keys site.  
 
“Do we go to sea turtle nests and destroy all the 
eggs?” asks Heyman, a senior marine scientist for 
the consulting firm LGL Ecological Research 
Associates. “Humans have learned to respect and 
protect these vulnerable places for some species, but 
for some reason we still catch fish where they 
aggregate to spawn. It’s not an ethical way to 
interact with a species that we depend upon. And 
from a practical view, if you want to keep eating 
some of these delicious fish, we’ve got to act.”   

(Quote from National Geographic magazine)     

 
1300 ROGOs Challenge – A Brief Update 
 

Another important milestone, Attorney Richard 
Grosso (eminent lawyer for the environment, land 
use, and administrative and constitutional law) filed 
a brief with the Florida Third District Court of Appeal 
in the ongoing legal challenge against the 1300 
additional ROGOs (building permits) proffered by  

our former governor, Rick Scott.  The good news is 
that the matter has moved from a political process 
with the Department of Economic Opportunity to a 
judicial one with the courts. 
 
The first lines of Mr. Grosso’s introductory 
statement sum it up best: 
 

This case is about an Agency’s attempt to bypass 
statutory mandates underlying 35 years of growth 
management policy in the Florida Keys intended to 
protect lives during dangerous, already over-
crowded, “one road out” hurricane evacuations, and 
prevent over-development from exceeding the 
ability of the Keys waters to “withstand all impacts 
of additional land development.” 
 
Thanks to the many board members and members 
who have assisted with information, support, and 
financial contributions. 

 
Annual Meeting 

 

Our Annual Meeting in January 
was held virtually with great 
participation and success. The 
audience was larger than we 
could have hoped for in a virtual 
format. It featured an 
informative slideshow about 
past and upcoming activities, along with Keys trivia 
and fun participation prizes. Guest speaker, Rachel 
Silverstein from Miami Waterkeeper, spoke 
passionately about a common-sense approach to 
keeping excess nutrients out of our nearshore 
waters. Together, we share a focus on water quality. 
Learn more at: www.miamiwaterkeeper.org  
 
A hearty thanks to those who participated, 
considering how “zoomed out” so many of us are! 
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Upcoming Board Meeting –  
Learn about Florida Bay Forever 

 

Please join us at our next board meeting, Monday, 
March 15th, to hear a brief presentation from Emma 
Haydocy, Executive Director of Florida Bay Forever 
(www.floridabayforever.org).  Last Stand and 
Florida Bay Forever share similar goals of 
“Preserving Paradise in the Florida Keys” and 
focusing on water quality.  
 
To quote their mission: “Florida Bay Forever is a 
grassroots movement dedicated to educating 
Monroe County citizens about Florida Bay and 
Everglades National Park, and to call for immediate 
action on Everglades Restoration and water quality 
policies as they will most significantly affect 
change.”   
 
Join us at 12:30 pm – Emma’s presentation will be 
first on the agenda! Please request a Zoom invitation 
from Executive Coordinator, Mari Lindsley, if you’d 
like to join, mari.lindsley@gmail.com.  
 

 
 

“Preserving Paradise in the Florida Keys” 

  
A Mini Update on Mini-Season 

 

Last Stand has been invited to a 
Working Group meeting with 
Mayor Michelle Coldiron to 
discuss the Lobster Mini-Season 
with other stakeholders in early 
March.  Look for an update next 
newsletter.   

Legal Fund Matching Contribution 
 

At our January Annual Meeting, we announced a 
matching $5,000 donation from longtime, generous 
supporter Joan Borel, in memory of Bill Westray – 
one of Last Stand’s founders.  The goal of the 
matching gift is to help replenish Last Stand’s Legal 
Fund. In the past year, Last Stand has spent almost 
$30,000 in legal fees fighting over-development.  (As 
many of you know, this number would be 
considerably higher, if not for the willingness of 
many attorneys to help without any pay at all!)   
 
You can help us continue this important endeavor! 
If you’re able to contribute, simply mark “Donation 
– Legal Fund” on the memo line of your check and 
mail it to:  Last Stand, PO Box 147, Key West, FL 
33041. 
 

Amazon Smile Campaign 
 

Remember, you can contribute to Last Stand 
without sending any money at all, just by naming 
Last Stand as your charity of choice at Amazon 
Smile.  As the logo says, when “you shop, Amazon 
gives.”  We hope you’ll encourage your family and 
friends to sign up as well.  It’s easy! 
 

 
 

Here’s how: 
 

• Log in to Amazon using smile.amazon.com, 
then select or change the charity that you 
designate for the benefits.  It’s automatic 
from there.  You simply have to remember to 
log in to smile.amazon.com instead of 
amazon.com from thereafter, but Amazon 
reminds you. 

• Choose Protect Key West, Inc. (that’s the 
legal name under which Last Stand was 
initially registered with the IRS in 1987). (And 
please ignore the erroneous “Child Day Care” 
reference – yet another inexplicable cyber 
issue difficult to fix.) 


