Bugle Bulletin
We Took a Stand
Hawk Missile Site Conservation
At the end of Government Road in Key West, just past
Little Hamaca Park, you find rusty towers that are
remnants of the Cuban Missile Crisis, one of several
Hawk Missile Sites in the Keys.
Last Stand has consistently spoken up about the
conservation value of this small, city-owned land near
the airport. According to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service: “Key West hammocks were completely
obliterated with the exception of one tiny patch of
Little Hamaca Park.” The City of Key West used part of
the adjacent 43-acre Hawk Missile Site as mitigation
after improper removal of mangroves at the Safety
Building on N. Roosevelt Blvd.
This past summer Richard Strickland, Monroe County
Director of Airports, made a presentation to Key West
City Commission offering to build and pay for a soccer
field at the Hawk Missile Site. The county needs to
perform wetlands mitigation for changes in a taxiway
at the airport and identified this potential location.
One contingency of the offer requires Key West to
transfer ownership of the Hawk Missile Site to the
County. The County’s presentation shows existing and
planned mitigation areas and the soccer field on a
separate slide.

In response, the City Commission requested its Parks
and Recreation board give advice about how to use the
Hawk Missile Site. A consultant will determine what
development would be permissible, considering deed
restrictions and permissions required from FAA,
Department of the Interior and South Florida Water
Management District. The consultant’s report is
scheduled to be presented at the advisory board’s
December 22, 2021 meeting.
Last Stand will continue to monitor development
proposals and advocate for conservation of this
sensitive and unique habitat. We will oppose active
recreation uses like the proposed soccer field and give
due consideration to passive recreation opportunities
allowable under the current deed restrictions.
What’s to become of Wisteria Island?
Monroe County Commissioners may be handed a true
Florida gem. The decades long battle over the
ownership of Wisteria Island is coming to its final
appeal in March, and, if things continue the way they
have been in the courts, Monroe County may soon be
the new owners. But what will they do with it?
The Federal Bureau of Land Management sent several
representatives to the November 17th BOCC meeting
as a preliminary introduction to meet and open
discussion with the Commissioners and public. The
BLM will be instrumental in moving forward with any
plans for Wisteria.
Bob Swithers is the Primary BLM Officer for our district
and the “go-to” contact person for Monroe County on
Wisteria Plans. He made a point of saying it was a
requirement of the BLM to coordinate and work with
local government officials when Wisteria Island
ownership is officially decided.

The purple areas are existing Key West mitigation areas. Other colors
illustrate the County’s proposed mitigation. The orange area at the top is
Last Stand’s overlay of the soccer field on the County’s illustration of
mitigation areas.
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Mr. Swithers said the White Paper submitted by the
Commissioners containing initial ideas for Wisteria was
simply a catalyst for discussion, and that they would be
guided by the Recreation and Public Purposes Act.
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The lawyer representing FEB Corporation, who claims
they own the island, spoke briefly that this discussion
and meetings about what the BOCC should do with
Wisteria Island were very premature. Several members
of the community spoke of their long-time enjoyment
of Wisteria and highlighted the need to keep its natural
beauty.
Andrea Strawn, speaking for Last Stand, said we
believe Wisteria Island should become a natural
park. There should be no commercial development,
which would simply be duplicating facilities and
services already available at four other beach locations
in Key West. Instead, Last Stand believes the
Commissioners have a unique opportunity to restore
and protect Wisteria, creating a truly natural and
unmatched Keys experience for residents and visitors,
just minutes from downtown Key West.
Strawn said, “Wisteria is our opportunity to become
stewards of what is indigenous and unique to the
Florida Keys. Wisteria is not the place to add more
tourist attractions, restaurants, bars and facilities”.
Last Stand called for the Commissioners to ensure a
well-advertised series of public hearings on the future
of Wisteria. Commissioner Michelle Coldiron
volunteered to be the “person of contact” for the issue
on behalf of the commissioners.
The final Court of Appeal case concerning ownership of
Wisteria will be heard March 21st, 2022.

Annual Meeting
Last Stand’s Annual Meeting will be held virtually again
this year via Zoom in late January 2022. The date will
be finalized soon, but we’re delighted to announce
author, satirist, environmentalist, and native Floridian,
Carl Hiaasen will be our guest speaker! Stay tuned!
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Membership Renewal
Keep an eye out – we’ll be mailing
Membership Renewal letters in early
December. Through your past support
of Last Stand, you have demonstrated
that you care about educating the
public on balancing environmental protection while
respecting the unique community character that
values its identity and follows principles of sustainable
development and quality tourism. We hope you will
continue your support by renewing your membership
for 2022.
Growth Limitations
Last Stand recently posted to our Facebook page an
article from WLRN about how old planning laws might
help
fight
climate
change
(https://www.wlrn.org/news/2021-11-29/in-a-time-ofexponential-everything-floridas-old-planning-laws-couldhelp-fight-climate-change). Could be true – if those old

planning laws are actually followed.

Last Stand continues to support the efforts of attorney
Richard Grosso and local advocates, who have been
challenging the 1300 additional ROGOs (building
permits) since 2018, when they were first presented to
the Monroe County and the municipalities by former
Governor Rick Scott. In the latest appeal, Mr. Grosso
argued the additional permits violate the statemandated 24-hour hurricane evacuation law. We are
currently at 26.5 hours – before the additional permits
are considered, and that’s without the inclusion of
many Keys residents who live in trailers, RVs, and on
boats, nor the many tourists – all of whom must
evacuate earlier, assuming adequate forewarning.
While all prior hearings and appeals were adjudicated
first by an administrative law judge, then returned to
the Dept of Economic Opportunity (the state agency
who originally provided the permits!), the latest appeal
was to the Third District Court of Appeal. While
appointed by the governor for six-year terms, these
judges are re-elected through retention elections and
as such are less political in nature, hopefully. Further,
the judges involved in the appeal appeared prepared
and knowledgeable on the subject. A decision on the
appeal is expected by February, 2022.
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