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       Bugle Bulletin 
 

Protecting the Keys Future 
 

 
 

Last month, Last Stand attended three back-to-back 
in-person public comment sessions concerning the 
new proposed Blueprint for the Florida Keys National 
Marine Sanctuary. 
 

On September 20th in Tavernier, September 21st in 
Marathon and September 22nd in Key West, three of 
our Board members presented statements focused on 
the environmental issues threatening the highly 
fragile waters the Sanctuary manages.  
 

Last Stand recommended the FKNMS adopt the 
expanded zoning protections that we originally 
supported in the Draft Environmental Impact 
Statement. We said expanding the Sanctuary 
boundary to cover Pulley Ridge would help protect 
deep-water corals.  We also said we support the 
boundary expansion for Tortugas South that supports 
multispecies fish spawning aggregation areas. 
 

We told the FKNMS water quality in the Keys 
continues to be one of our top concerns and we felt 
more could be done to reduce the adverse impacts to 
key marine species and habitats. We recommended 
the addition of a new Management Plan activity, 
calling for the Sanctuary to recognize the adverse 
impact of degraded water quality in our nearshore 
waters. We also asked the Sanctuary to intervene in 
DEP permit approvals for shallow well disposal of 
partially-treated sewage in Marathon and throughout 
the Keys. 
 

At these public input sessions, our board members 
strongly encouraged FKNMS to establish a mandatory 

boater education program to reduce damaging wakes 
and prop scarring caused by boaters unfamiliar with 
Keys waters. We highlighted the success of the 
mandatory boater education program in Everglades 
National Park as an example of what could be 
implemented in the Sanctuary.  
 

Last Stand Board members asked the FKNMS for more 
protections for the Western Dry Rocks Wildlife 
Management Area and said we were encouraged with 
the steps to establish a seasonal fishing prohibition 
between April 1st and July 31st for this critical 
multispecies spawning aggregation site.  
 

We congratulated FKNMS on their new regulations 
prohibiting shark and fish feeding. Studies have 
shown predatory species’ behavior is modified by fish 
feeding.  
 

Last Stand encouraged Sanctuary staff to work with 
Monroe County for better wildlife protections from 
the impacts of frequent fireworks displays. 
 

We supported FKNMS in the creation of a new 23-acre 
No Entry Pelican Key Wildlife Management Area to 
protect nesting pelican and magnificent frigate birds. 
 

We also supported the establishment of a larger 
Marquesas Keys Turtle Wildlife Management Area. 
This area is a globally important foraging area for sea 
turtles, and we are concerned the proposed protected 
area is smaller than Alternative 3 in the Draft EIS. We 
asked FKNMS to expand the protected area to the 
Draft EIS size and provide necessary exceptions for 
military use within the area to maximize protections. 
 

We supported FKNMS in updating Sanctuary 
regulations to prohibit cruise vessel graywater 
discharge, which would provide the same protection 
as those in Glacier Bay National Park. 
 

Last Stand has been involved with the Sanctuary from 
the beginning and we are currently working on 
providing our more detailed written comments to 
submit to the FKNMS for the new Blueprint before the 
deadline on October 26th.  
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If you would like to submit comments before the 
upcoming deadline, here’s a link to the NOAA website: 
https://floridakeys.noaa.gov/blueprint/ 
 
 

In Memory of Bill Hunter 
 

We are sorry to report that one of our former board 
members, Bill Hunter, passed away recently.  

 
Bill lived in the Keys for almost 20 years and moved 
away not long ago. His time here in the Keys was spent 
advocating for the Keys community. He served on 
many boards including the Monroe County Affordable 
Housing Advisory Committee. As vice president to Last 
Stand, he collaborated with other like-minded 
organizations and successfully helped to defeat some 
legislative initiatives that would have cleared the way 
for more development. Bill left his mark by advocating 
for policies to promote, preserve and protect the 
quality of life here in the Keys. We will miss him and 
his positive outlook and willingness to help and get 
involved. 
 

Environmental Groups Concerned  
about Offshore Oil Drilling in Gulf 

 

Last Stand joined with 34 other concerned Florida 
environmental and non-governmental organizations 
in a letter to the Department of the Interior to oppose 
the expansion of offshore oil and gas development 
into new areas of the Gulf of Mexico.  The letter stated 
further expansion would cause unnecessary and 
unendurable negative impacts to our state’s marine 
ecosystems, wildlife, coastal communities, and vital 
recreation and tourism industries. Offshore oil and 
gas development in new areas would require seismic 
surveys; drilling operations; oil transport by tankers; 
and the installation of platforms, pipelines, and other 

infrastructure. New offshore drilling would also 
expose Florida’s marine environment and coastal 
communities to the risks of another catastrophic oil 
spill, such as the 2010 BP Deepwater Horizon oil spill 
disaster in the Gulf of Mexico, especially while 
numerous land-based leases are still unexplored. 
Finally, new offshore oil and gas leasing would 
exacerbate the global climate emergency and directly 
undermine efforts to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions. 
 

The Interior Department’s proposal of 11 lease sales 
contradicts the views of the vast majority of the 
general public, including nearly two million people 
who submitted comments on the Draft 5-Year OCS Oil 
and Gas Leasing Program that was released in 2018. 
To date, more than 400 municipalities, 2,500 elected 
officials, 55,000 businesses and 500,000 fishing 
families across the United States, including Florida, 
have formally opposed new offshore oil and gas 
development in recognition of the grave threat it 
poses to public resources, communities and 
economies. The widespread opposition to new 
offshore drilling in Gulf waters is bipartisan and 
reflected throughout the state. 
 

 
Macondo platform at the BP Deepwater Horizon well. 

 

Your Opinion Counts! 
 

Last Stand hopes the worst of the Covid-19 pandemic 
is behind us and is planning our 2023 Annual Meeting.  
 

Question: Would you attend an in-person event? 
Yes 
No 
Depends on: _________________________ 

 
 

Click here: https://s.surveyplanet.com/pyxl3vwr 


